
Lane County Climate Advisory Committee 
January 22nd, 2021  12:30 PM- 2:30 AM 

GoToWebinar 
Members: Sarah Altemus-Pope, Amanda Astor, Stefan Aumack, Commissioner Joe Berney, Maya 
Buchanan, Haley Case-Scott, David Eisler, Dr. M Jackson, Tao Orion, Eloise Parish-Mueller, Rob Zako  

Lane County Staff: Mark Nystrom, Rachel Cohen, John Roche 

Introductions: Mark called the meeting to order and introductions were made. It was noted that several 
people were watching the broadcast of the meeting.  
 
ACTION ITEMS  
Approve Agenda  

• Maya Buchanan moved to approve the agenda as amended (EV letter sign on added) 
• Rob Zako seconded 
• Vote: All in favor 

 
Approve November Minutes  

• Dr. M Jackson moved to approve the minutes 
• Haley Case-Scott seconded 
• Vote: All in favor 

Approve December Minutes  
• Amanda Astor moved to approve the minutes 
• Dr. M Jackson seconded 
• Vote: All in favor 

 
County Climate Coalition EV Letter Sign On Discussion 
Members discussed recommending that the Board of Commissioners sign on to a letter sent by the 
County Climate Coalition. The letter urges the federal government to invest in EV infrastructure and 
manufacturing with the next federal stimulus bill. The CAC discussed the importance of having enough 
time to discuss issues like this but agreed that there were few, if any, red flags in the letter.  

• Dr. M Jackson moved to approve recommending that the Board of Commissioners sign on to the 
letter. 

• Maya Buchanan seconded the motion 
• Vote: all in favor with Commissioner Berney abstaining 

 
Climate Advisory Committee Workplan discussion  
This section was facilitated by John Roche, Lane County Public Works. 
 
Mark created the table below based on input from the CAC collected over the previous weeks. He 
acknowledged that the table was not complete or finalized and that the CAC should edit, add, and 
subtract from his work which was an interpretation of the CAC’s input. 
  



Theme Actions 
Provide Guidance for the 
development of a county-
wide GHG Reduction Plan 

Create subcommittees to investigate sector-based emissions: 
• Set emission targets 
• Identify reduction strategies 
• Identify potential barriers 
• Educate  

Carbon Sequestration Collaborate with Federal, State, County, and Private Stakeholders to: 
• Assess landholdings—size, ecosystem, use, etc. 
• Provide incentives to slash burning alternatives 
• Connect agencies with funding with landholders for forest 

health/fuel reduction strategies 
Carbon free 
housing/utilities 

Collaborate with Lane County Utilities to: 
• Urge utilities to create a net zero energy portfolio 
• Connect with stakeholders to promote green housing and 

economic development 
• Receive regular updates on net zero energy portfolios 

Resilience and Adaptation Create subcommittees to investigate climate resilience and adaptation 
• Focus on areas of concern identified through public outreach 
• Sector based: housing/buildings, transportation, infrastructure 

 
Item 1: Provide guidance for countywide GHG reduction plan 
The CAC spent time discussing what this might look like. Discussions included using subcommittees to 
look at specific carbon mitigation areas such as EVs or energy use, setting goals for carbon mitigation, 
and using the county as conveners in order to get the correct stakeholders to the table. There was also a 
discussion about education and outreach around climate actions. 
 
Item 2: Carbon sequestration 
The CAC discussed how there were so many different stakeholders in this arena and how the county 
would act to bring them together. The CAC focused on inviting subject matter experts and using that 
information for outreach and education. 
 
Item 3: Carbon-free housing & utilities 
The CAC discussed how the county recently adopted a housing policy and that the County should 
convene stakeholders to facilitate collaboration. The CAC should think about how to connect people 
locally to financing and opportunities. 
 
Item 4: Resilience and adaptation 
The CAC discussed the importance of engaging the public, both inside and outside of the metro area. 
The work should identify specific areas/sectors such as forest health and fuel reductions and set goals. It 
was pointed out that there are overlaps in mitigation, adaptation, resilience, and education. The CAC 
agreed that it needed to be flexible so it could take advantage of situations that arise. 
 
Next Steps 

• Dr. M Jackson moved for the steering committee to create a survey to rank topics and action 
areas. 



• Amanda Astor seconded the motion 
• Vote: all in favor 

 
ACTION ITEM 
Climate Advisory Committee Chair and Vice-chair Elections  
After a brief introduction votes were taken for the chair and vice-chair positon. 

• Haley Case-Scott was elected chair. 
• Amanda Astor was elected vice-chair. 

 
Retreat or Items to add to next agenda discussion 
This discussion was tabled due to lack of time. The Steering Committee will discuss at its first meeting. 
 
Adjourn 
Mark adjourned the meeting.  
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